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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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! This communication is responsive to the filing of the application as of 1/20/04 . 
The allowed claim(s) is/are 7-74 . 


The drawings filed on 20 January 2004 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S. C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 
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2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application 
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Paper No./Mail Date _. 
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each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Reasons for Allowance 
Claims 1-8 are allowable because there is no teaching or suggestion in the prior art of a 
rack for supporting workpieces for painting comprising the combination of a vertical support 
tube which is supported against vertical movement; a vertical mounting tube connected to the 
support tube; a central frame connected to the vertical mounting tube, the central frame having a 
cross member which extends sidewardly from the vertical mounting tube, and a first side 
member which is fixed to the cross member and which extends in a front to back direction; and a 
front frame which is positionably connected to the central frame, the front frame having a front 
arm which extends frontwardly from the vertical mounting tube, and at least one adjustable side 
support arm which is adjustably positioned on the front arm and which is positionable with 
respect to the side support arm, the side support arm extending towards the side member, such 
that a workpiece supported along an upper edge on the first side member is engageable by the 
adjustable side support arm at a position below the workpiece upper edge. 

Claims 9-13 are allowable because there is no teaching or suggestion in the prior art of a 
rack for supporting workpieces for painting comprising the combination of an overhead 
mounting bracket for attachment to an overhead element; a vertical support tube which is fixed 
to the overhead mounting bracket, and which extends downwardly therefrom; a vertical 
mounting tube connected to the support tube; a central frame connected to the vertical mounting 
tube beneath the overhead mounting bracket, the central frame having a cross member which 
extends sidewardly from the vertical mounting tube, and a first side member which is fixed to the 
cross member and which extends in a front to back direction; and a front frame which is 
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positionably connected to the central frame, the front frame having a front arm which extends 
frontwardly from the vertical mounting tube, and at least one adjustable side support arm which 
is adjustably positioned on the front arm and which is positionable with respect to the side 
support arm, the side support arm extending towards the side member, such that a workpiece 
supported along an upper edge on the first side member is engageable by the adjustable side 
support arm at a position below the workpiece upper edge, the entire apparatus being supported 
from the overhead element to be spaced above a floor. 

Claim 14 is are allowable because there is no teaching or suggestion in the prior art of a 
rack for supporting workpieces for painting comprising the combination of an overhead 
mounting bracket for attachment to an overhead element; a vertical support tube which is fixed 
to the overhead mounting bracket, and which extends downwardly therefrom; a vertical 
mounting tube connected to the support tube; a central frame connected to the vertical mounting 
tube beneath the overhead mounting bracket, the central frame having a forward arm which 
extends frontwardly from the vertical mount tube; a front member which is fixed to the forward 
arm and which extends sidewardly; a plurality of vertical brackets mounted to the front member 
and sidewardly positionable thereon; and a vertical member positionably received within each of 
the vertical brackets, the vertical members being thus positionable with respect to the front arm 
to accommodate a selected automobile part, the entire apparatus being supported from the 
overhead element to be spaced above a floor. 


Conclusion 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The following patent discloses the state of the art with respect to a car door mounting 


rack: Hung (US 5,915,742). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura Edwards whose telephone number is (571) 272-1227. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Fiorilla can be reached on (571) 272-1 187. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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